
EAST SIDE RIVER DISTRICT
2023 CONVENING

December 14, 2023



AGENDA:

9:30 - 11:00am:

11:00 - 11:30am:

2023 PRESENTERS:

Army Corps of Engineers

City of Saint Paul

Great River Passage Conservancy

MPCA Pig’s Eye Task Force

Pig’s Eye Park Friends

University of Minnesota

Urban Roots

Wakan Tipi Awanyankapi

GOAL OF THE CONVENING:

To share updates, discuss implementation strategy, challenges and opportunities, 

all to be aware of and support one another’s work and identify potential partnerships

10-minute updates from each presenter + brief question period

Networking and Discussion
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CONSERVANCY
GREAT RIVER PASSAGE



ABOUT GREAT RIVER 
PASSAGE CONSERVANCY

Philanthropic partner of the City of Saint
Paul’s Great River Passage, a master plan
for the city’s 17 miles of Riverfront 

Established in 2018

Focus areas of work include the
development of the River Learning Center,
River Balcony, and East Side River District



MISSION, VISION 
AND VALUES
We envision a Saint Paul that is The River Capital,
where we bring the river back to the center of our
public life and live not just by—but with—the river.
Our work will:

Build greater awareness of and access to the river
for a larger, more diverse community

Create shared experiences that bring people
together to enjoy the river landscape

Promote a culture of care and respect for the
environment

Improve community health and well-being by
creating places that are beautiful, safe,
welcoming, and accessible to all

Spark economic development and contribute to
the commercial and economic vitality of the river



OUR PROJECTS



EAST SIDE 
RIVER DISTRICT
Goals for 2024:

Focus on healing a compromised landscape
Convene organizations to advocate for best
environmental solution for dumpsite (tribes,
east side groups)
Support partners who are working to improve
habitat and access

Action Items:
Convenings
BioBlitz?
Work with natural resource professionals to
explore small scale demonstrations of a
restored landscape (e.g. a 1 acre prairie)
Fulfill existing grants for community
engagement / partnership with East Side
groups



Katie Nyberg
Executive Director

katie@greatriverpassage.org

Laura Bray
Communications and Development Manager

laura@greatriverpassage.org

GREAT RIVER PASSAGE CONSERVANCY
370 Wabasha Street N, Suite 540, Saint Paul, MN 55102

greatriverpassage.org

CONTACT US
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Pigs Eye Lake Islands



Background

•Improve Aquatic Habitat 
•Improve the quantity and quality of habitat for migratory bird species
•Maintain or enhance the quantity of shoreline habitat

Feasibility Study initiated in 2015 by Ramsey County and USACE to identify project scope, objectives, coordination,
stakeholders and feasibility study process.
•Determined island building was the most beneficial method for achieving overall project objectives.

Dredge material to be used for Islands
•Utilizing USACE Continuing Authorities Program Section 204 “Beneficial Use of Dredge Material”
•Material sourced from Mississippi River Pool 2 (Upper/Lower Boulanger and Pine Bend).
•Testing was completed per Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).
Feasibility study was prepared in accordance with Minnesota Environmental Protection Agency (MEPA) and the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
•Extensive coordination between local, state, and federal agencies.
•Additional coordination efforts with local advisory groups/organizations. 
•A 30-day public review for both the State and Federal. 
•Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) Record of Decision in April 2018.
•FONSI for NEPA in September 2018

Project Objectives





Design

Construction

2025 –2035

2019 –2021
•6 Islands –35.69 acres
•Protected wetlands –17.6 acres

•Features include sand benches, marsh habitat and native 
plantings. 
•3 islands will utilize a “split” design. 
•Upland areas of islands would be planted with a 
resilient mix of native vegetation.
•Utilization of dredged material for Cost-Share

2022 –2024
2022 –Granular Placement for Island bases

2023 –Cont. Granular, Install Rock Protection, Begin Topsoil
2024 –Complete Topsoil, Install Native Turf and Plantings

Post Construction (Monitoring)





Construction in Progress

Contractor: 
LS Marine, Inc. 
(with J.F. Brennan Company Inc.)
Total Construction Value: 
$16 Million 
Current Status: 
60% Construction Complete
Total Amount of River Sand 
Beneficially Used:
481,000 CY
(167,000 CY deposited in Pool 2 annually)





Photo Courtesy of JF Brennan



Wave Reduction



Vegetation Response on Past Projects

2020 2022
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Wakaŋ Tipi Center 



Co-Management of
Wakan Tipi (BVNS)



Daylighting Phalen Creek
Reaches 7&8
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Thank you for joining us! 


